DATE

(YOUR TOWN) Council

STREET ADDRESS

YOUR TOWN, NJ  ZIP CODE

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am writing to request that the (YOUR TOWN) Council pass a resolution declaring July 17TH as “Choose Your Cover” day in (YOUR TOWN) Township. The (YOUR COUNTY) Cancer Coalition is committed to early detection, skin cancer awareness and educating the public about the importance of sun safety. Last year the (YOUR COUNTY) Cancer Coalition teamed up with other cancer coalition groups throughout New Jersey to participate in Choose Your Cover – a free skin cancer screening, awareness and education program that took place on beaches across the state, including our own (BEACH IN TOWN). Through the program, we are able to educate area residents and visitors about sun safety and the importance of early detection of skin cancer, particularly melanoma. 

Of the more than 1900 people screened since the program’s inception in 2008, more than 550 people have been referred for further evaluation. We have identified 176 cases of skin cancer – including 62 instances of melanoma. The program has been recognized by the Center for Disease Control and lauded as a lifesaving initiative in New Jersey.

Choose your Cover 2010 will be held on Saturday, July 17 (rain date July 18) at (LIST OF LOCAL SITES). In addition, outdoor enthusiasts and beachgoers across the state will benefit when (LIST OTHER PARTICIPATING COUNTIES) counties join with us to participate in what will be New Jersey’s largest freestanding skin cancer screening. Here in (YOUR COUNTY) we will promote early detection with free skin screenings, and educate participants about sun safety precautions, the importance of sunscreen and other means to protect the skin. We will educate 120,000 (YOUR COUNTY) residents about skin cancer prevention via area radio stations and publicizing the UV index; we will increase awareness about sun safety practices by disseminating 1,500 educational brochures and social marketing materials; and we will screen (ESTIMATED  NUMBER) people at local (YOUR COUNTY) County beaches that are geographically dispersed within the county. 
In (YOUR COUNTY) County the number of new cases of melanoma cancer is significantly higher than statewide averages. Between 2001 and 2005, there were (NUMBER) new cases of melanoma in (YOUR COUNTY) County, with (NUMBER) deaths. This resolution will not only demonstrate (TOWN) Township’s support for this lifesaving initiative, but will further publicize the efforts of the Choose Your Cover initiative, help educate and screen area residents – and ultimately save lives.  
Thank you for your concern with this matter. We would be honored by your support. 

Very truly yours,
NAME, TITLE

AFFILIATION

