FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
CONTACT: Name, Title

Statewide Coalition Choose Your Cover 2010

 Promotes Taking Sun Smart Precautions

YOUR TOWN, DATE OF RELEASE: – Noting the importance of education at a time when the incidence of melanoma skin cancers are on the rise, the (YOUR COUNTY) Cancer Coalition along with County officials kicked off an awareness campaign today focusing on skin cancer prevention and early detection.

Standing by the bay, with ocean beaches not far away, (NAME, TITLE) from the (YOUR COUNTY) Cancer Coalition, Dr. Arnold Baskies, M.D., FACS, chairman of the New Jersey Governor’s Task Force on Cancer Prevention and Early Detection and Treatment, Chairman of the New Jersey Melanoma Work Group, and President-elect of the American Cancer Society, Eastern Division and (YOUR COUNTY), and (NAME OF COUNTY OFFICIAL), (TITLE) of (AFFILIATION), released details for the upcoming Choose Your Cover Day 2010, at a press conference at (LOCATION).

Choose Your Cover  is an annual free skin cancer screening, awareness and education initiative held each summer on New Jersey’s beaches and in other outdoor venues to help prevent melanoma and other forms of skin cancer, the most common and preventable form of cancer.

 “Melanoma is a serious and yet very preventable form of cancer,” said Dr. Baskies, FACS, who has been involved with the Choose Your Cover effort since its inception in 2008. “Our efforts through Choose Your Cover 2010 will once again promote the early detection of skin cancer, as well as help raise public awareness about this disease and the importance of protecting our skin from the harmful effects of the sun.”

In (YOUR COUNTY) the number of new cases of melanoma is on the rise. Between 2001 and 2005, there were (NUMBER) new cases of melanoma in the county, with (NUMBER) resulting in death.  
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“We want people to enjoy the time they spend outdoors, but above all, we want them to stay healthy and safe,” said (TITLE) (NAME OF COUNTY OFFICIAL), who serves as liaison to the (YOUR COUNTY) Health Department. “It is so important to educate people and raise their awareness on this subject. We want our visitors and residents to enjoy our beaches and their time outside but we all need to take precautions to protect our skin when we spend time out in the sun.”  
(TITLE) (NAME OF COUNTY OFFICIAL) presented a proclamation from the Board of Chosen Freeholders to the (YOUR COUNTY) Coalition in support of the Choose Your Cover 2010 event, which will take place on Saturday, July 17th in (NUMBER) different venues in (YOUR COUNTY), according to (NAME), coordinator for the (YOUR COUNTY) Cancer Coalition.

The event includes free skin cancer screenings at (NUMBER) (YOUR COUNTY) beaches from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, July 17:  (LIST BEACH LOCATIONS).  The rain date for the event is Sunday, July 18.

Physicians, nurses, and support staff from (YOUR COUNTY) hospitals and health departments are volunteering their expertise for the event and will perform the skin screening exams.  No pre-registration is required before testing. In addition to the free screenings, participants will receive free sunscreen, information about skin cancer and the variety of sun protection options available, including: seeking shade during peak sun exposure times, wearing protective clothing, hats and sunglasses, and applying sunscreen.

“Excessive sun exposure is a known risk factor for skin cancer,” (TITLE) (NAME OF OFFICIAL) said. “We’d like to encourage area residents and visitors to take advantage of this free screening event on July 17th. It only takes a few minutes of your time and it could certainly save your life.”

For more information about Choose Your Cover 2010, contact (YOUR NAME), (TITLE), of the (YOUR COUNTY) Cancer Coalition at (PHONE) or via email at (EMAIL CONTACT). 
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